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Fr. Rafanambinantsoa Joseph Étienne Ratalata, 43 years old, is the sixth child of nine (four
boys, five girls). Three of his sisters are religious sisters. His family is from Fandrandava, a
village located some 30 miles from Fianarantsoa where his father is a teacher at the Catholic
mission school. It was there, with his father, that he went to grammar school. Afterward, he did
junior high school with the Jesuits at Collège Saint-François-Xavier in Fianarantsoa from 1983
to 1987, and high school at the inter-diocesan seminary from  1987 to 1991. He first came to
know the Assumptionists when he met Fr. Maurice Laurent who later welcomed him as a
candidate in October 1991. Two years later, in 1993, he entered the novitiate under the
supervision of Fr. Daniel Carton, and made his first vows the following year. Then it was off to
philosophy at the major seminary of Vohitsoa (1994 – 1996). In 1997 there was a break in his
studies as he spent an internship at the Assumptionist-run parish in Ejeda, under the direction
of Fr. René Le Bec. Once he completed his theology (1997-2000) and his diaconate year, he
was ordained a priest at the parish of Notre-Dame de l’Assomption in the Sanfily section of
Tuléar on August 15, 2001, by the local bishop, Most Rev. Fulgence Rabeony.
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  Fr. Jean-Claude de Rosny, vice-provincial at that time, sent the newly ordained to Lyon, France,for a master's degree in theology (2001-2004) which he completed with great distinction. Hismaster's thesis was entitled: Jesus and his “Abba” in the Gospel of Mark. He  immediatelyreturned to Madagascar in 2004 and became a member of the formation team of thescholasticate of Manirisoa (Fianarantsoa) and in 2008 replaced Fr. Jean-Claude Erhart, assuperior. At the same time he was an assistant to the vice-provincial. He gave courses at themajor seminary and at the local inter-novitiate program. In September 2010, when Fr. MichelJary began a second term as vice-provincial, Étienne was named his first assistant. Thisappointment meant that he had to move to Tuléar. Here he joined the campus ministry team atthe local university, continued giving courses at the inter-novitiate in Fianarantsoa and now atthe inter-novitiate in Tuléar and in the pre-theology program. On June 1 of this year Fr. Ge neralnamed him vice-provincial of Madagascar, the first Malagasy  to hold this post just at the timewhen the vice-province is about to become a province. We wish him well in his newresponsibilities! Étienne loves to play cards every night, if he can, and enjoys basketball as well.  Fr. Thierry Randrianarison, A.A.
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