
Machozi's Calling

The priest’s return to the people of eastern Congo surprised few of his friends. His murder
surprised no one.

  

By Art Jahnke

  

There was one thing about Father Vincent Machozi that worried his religious superiors in the
Brighton, Mass., house of the Augustinians of the Assumption. Machozi, a contemplative priest
from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), operated a website, Beni Lubero Online,
where he posted grisly iPhone photos of victims of violence in the DRC province of North Kivu,
as well as reports that often identified the killers as military or government agents. Machozi
(STH’15), who was working toward a PhD at BU’s School of Theology, hoped that the photos of
dead and dismembered bodies would galvanize site visitors to help end the violence. His
superiors, on the other hand, feared that they would invite the revenge of the warlords and
militias who controlled the lawless province, and who could easily direct their retaliation at some
of the 150 Assumptionist priests working in schools and orphanages in eastern Congo. They
asked that Machozi never link the site in any way to the Assumptionist order.

      

Click here to read more...
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https://www.bu.edu/bostonia/fall16/vincent-machozi-congo-machozis-calling/

