Orants of the Assumption Open Their Home to Middle East Refugees
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(The Orants of the Assumption are one of the five main branches of the Assumption Family,
founded in 1896 by Fr. Francois Picard, one of Fr. d’Alzon’s first disciples. This past September,
80 Iraqi and Syrian refugees were welcomed at the Orants convent an hour outside of Paris in
Bonnelles, France. One month later 20 Afghanis arrived. The sisters have joined hands with
Habitat and Humanism [a French NGO], State and local government agencies, and many
volunteers, to give these war-weary, malnourished, and desperate refugees hope and peace.)

by Sophie Lebrun

Sr. Monique, superior of the local community, tells me, “September 9, the day that the first
refugees arrived was quite a day; all at once, our convent, rather calm the past few years,
became a beehive of activity. Having arrived from Germany, the refugees were haggard after a
long and daunting trek from Syria and Irag. The local prefect and mayor were here to welcome
them as well as the bishop, firemen, the Red Cross.... After a few days you could hardly find
place to walk in the lobby; it was chock full of clothes and other items donated by neighbors and
townspeople.”
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