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Frs. Edmond Kisughu, Anselme Wasukundi, and  Jean-Pierre Ndulani, three Assumptionist
priests, were kidnapped on October 19, 2012, from their rectory in Mbau, Democratic Republic
of the Congo (DRC).

  

They would have been abducted by an armed militia before being sold and then killed by
a group of Islamist soldiers.

  

It was barely two years ago, on October 19, 2012, that three Assumptionist priests, Jean-Pierre
Ndulani, Edmond Kisughu and Anselme Wasukundi were kidnapped while at their rectory, in
Mbau, in the region of Beni, one of the major towns in the province of North Kivu (DRC).

  

At that time, no one was able to establish with certitude the circumstances of their abduction,
nor what happened to them.

      

Given that there have been no reliable demands and given the tangled web of various enemy
groups, the absence of the State in this remote area, the corruption, the abundance of armed
groups, the rumors, the lies, the manipulation of information… this affair is really complex and it
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basically results in incertitude about the kidnapping and fate of these three religious.

  

Why were they kidnapped?

  

"The three Assumptionist priests are Congolese, of the Nande tribe. However, they were
assigned to a parish that is principally Bambuba, a tribe that is traditionally at odds with the
Nande," explained to La Croix Nicaise Kibel’Bel Oka, editor of the bimonthly Les Coulisses,
recognized in the greater Kivu region for being well-informed.

  

So, the population of Mbau "wanted priests who were members of their own tribe", he added. "
A group of them were undoubtedly extremely upset by the diocese's choice at the time of the
renewal of the parish team in October 2012. The three priests were kidnapped a week after
their installation by an armed local group before being given over to the ADF-Nalu" (Allied
Democratic Forces-National Army for the Liberation of Uganda, 
otherwise known as the 
Muslim Alliance of Democratic Forces
)
.

  

Actually, Kivu is a region wracked by strong sectarian tensions, exacerbated by disputes over
land and other resources and/or the exploitation of minerals.

  

The Catholic Church itself – one of the rare institutions that is still standing in the Congo –
hasn't always been able to avoid this reality: belonging to a particular group often plays a not
insignificant role in the recruitment and appointment of priests and their acceptance in various
parish communities in Kivu.

  

The ethnic group that dominates North Kivu (diocese of Butembo-Beni) is by far that of the
Nande (about 90% of the population). "Often seen as overbearing and arrogant, they do not
always enjoy a lot of popularity in the region,"  explained
one Congolese inhabitant of Goma. "
They occupy the positions of responsibility in the diocese of Butembo", 
added Taylor Toeka Kakalal, a Congolese Catholic journalist who covers Kivu.
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Who might have kidnapped them?

  

Nicaise Kibel’Bel Oka attributes the responsibility of the kidnapping possibly to a local group of
Maï-Maï (1) and of « brigadier general » Paluku Kombi Hilaire, who defected from the
Congolese national army and is a veritable "godfather" in this area. His supporters dominate
Beni and its surroundings. Given this situation, it's hard to believe that he wasn't directly or
indirectly involved in this affair.

  

map of the Democratic Republic of the Congo

  

"Either he ordered the kidnapping or he got a hold of the hostages from the group that had
abducted them," another person in the know commented. "For him, holding these hostages
might have been a way to assert his authority over the local population and over the groups of
Maï-Maï, at a time when his friends of M23 (2) held control of another region of North Kivu and
were about to lay siege to Goma."
In any event, given what little is known, this hypothesis seems to be the most credible today.
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map of North Kivu Province  What happened later?  Nicaise Kibel’Bel Oka suggests that Paluku Kombi Hilaire would have later handed the threepriests over in exchange for arms to another armed group, Allied Democratic Forces-NationalArmy for the Liberation of Uganda (ADF-Nalu), a Muslim rebel group.  This possibility is shared by many people who cover the region including the British journalistCaroline Hellyer who was living in Beni at that time. Reached in London where she lives today,she stated that "at the end of the summer of 2013 the ADF had begun negotiations to liberatethem". However, a military campaign by the national Congolese army "closedall possible doors."  At this stage the reason why this group would have decided to get a hold of these priests is notreally clear. The ADF-Nalu has always been known to exercise discretion and privacy. "Theirhostages are not people who are well-known.They take those who are immediately useful tothem: local farmers to work the fields, carpenters, handymen, women as sex-slaves,child-soldiers … I don't see how these priests would have been of use to them",underlined the head of an emergency group from an international NGO working in the area andresponsible for investigating the ADL.  What do we know of the fate of the priests today?  Since January the Congolese national army has been conducting an offensive againstADF-Nalu, "Operation Sukola". Some 200 hostages, among them some 20 men, have beenable to find their way to freedom. Those who have questioned them have not been able togather any reliable information about the presence of the priests among the hostages.  According to the bimonthly Les Coulisses and Radio Kivu 1, the three priests would have beenkilled this summer by ADF-Nalu because they refused to convert to Islam. But there is no prooffor this.  "The ADF is known to practice forced conversions and to torture those who resist. The UnitedNations mission in the Congo (Monusco) found evidence of this at the Medina camp, which fellinto the hands of the Congolese army this past spring. Beyond that, no one can seriously sayanything," added an agent from another international NGO task force, by way of summing upwhere we are at this point. The probability of finding the priests alive seems, unfortunately, quiteslim.  (1) Mai-Mai: The term Mai-Mai or Mayi–Mayi refers to any kind of community-based militiagroup active in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), formed to defend their localterritory against other armed groups. Most were formed to resist the invasion of Rwandan forcesand Rwanda-affiliated Congolese rebel groups, but some may have formed to exploit the warfor their own advantage by looting, cattle rustling or banditry.  (2) On 23 March 2009, the National Congress for the Defence of the People (CNDP) signed apeace treaty with the DRC government, where it became a political party, and the M23 soldiersintegrated into the Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (FARDC). M23 takesits name from the date of these peace accords (March 23). The March 23 Movement (French: Mouvement du 23-Mars), often abbreviated as M23and also known as the Congolese Revolutionary Army, was a rebel military group based in eastern areas of the Democratic Republic of the Congo(DRC), mainly operating in the province of North Kivu.  ________________________________________________________   The three priests kidnapped in October 2012:  Jean-Pierre Mumbere Ndulani, far left in the photo. Born in 1962, he was ordianed a priest in1994. He had been pastor at Oicha, in the Congo, but also spent time as  a missionary inEcuador and in Scotland. Most of his pastoral ministry as a priest was in parishes.  Anselme Kakule Wasukundi, in the middle of the photo, was born in 1971 and ordained in2004. He served as master of postulants and did parish work. Hehad just completed a degree inhistory in Butembo (Congo).  Edmond Bamtupe Kisughu, at the far right, was born in 1959 and ordained in1986. Heworked for many years in parishes and was the only one to have spent more than three years inMbau.  October 21, 2014La Croix, Parisby Laurent larcher  translation:Rev. John L. Franck, AAAssistant general Augustinians of the Assumption Via San Pio V, 55 00165 Rome, ITALY  “A life not lived for others is not a life.” Mother Teresa "Una vida no entregada al servicio de otros no es una vida." Madre Teresa "Une vie qui n'est pas vécue pour les autres n'est pas une vie." Mère Teresa
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