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(the following is a letter sent by Fr. Michel Kubler, AA, superior of the new community, to his
friends)

Dear Friends,

Thank you for the many wonderful responses | received from the first letter | sent out four
months ago. The new year presents a perfect opportunity to bring you up to date on what has
been happening.

Although | was supposed to arrive in Bucharest on September 14, 2010, | decided to come a
day early because of the death of Fr. Bernard Stef. This Assumptionist was an esteemed figure
in the Greco-Catholic Church (Oriental rite) to which he remained faithful in spite of some of the
worst persecutions. | wanted to try my best to be present at his funeral, and it was a powerful
symbol that my new community was united for the first time to bid farewell to this older brother
of ours who left us at the very moment our house in Bucharest was being reborn. If you believe
in signs, well, the day of my arrival in Romania was the feast of the Triumph of the Cross, which
filled me with the conviction that it was the right time to be turning the page on my former life,
my 20 years at a newspaper (La Croix) of the same name. The following day - therefore, my
first full day in our new house - the Catholic Church celebrated the feast of Our Lady of
Sorrows, under whose patronage the Assumptionist mission in Eastern Europe, to which | am
now committed to serve, has been placed.
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