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CROSSWINDS
…and ROUGH DRAFTS

  

- by Fr. Barry Bercier, A.A.

  

Occasional Thoughts on Christianity, Education and Our Times

  

Once, long before he became an exile on Patmos stormed by apocalyptical visions, John sat in
a storm-tossed boat on the Sea of Galilee. That boat, represented here by a 17th century
painting (Ludolf Bakhuysen), will serve as the masthead of this blog. According to the story,
Jesus is sleeping on a cushion in the stern when a terrific storm blows up over the lake,
threatening to sink the boat and drown those aboard. The disciples, overwhelmed by what looks
to be impending doom, cry out to Jesus who seems disturbed only by the fact that he’s been
unnecessarily roused from his slumbers. From his perspective, there’s nothing to be afraid of;
he gives the command and the storm ends.

  

This blog is not written from Jesus’ perspective, however, but from that of the others there with
him. Jesus was a good teacher and did not pressure his disciples into stifling what they had to
say; with the waves crashing in and the boat sinking as they shook Jesus awake, my guess is
that their speech at that moment was pretty much uncensored. The rough drafts that will appear
here from time to time will also be uncensored, sometimes not entirely prudent or perhaps even
regrettable. Maybe the writer here shouldn’t write…and maybe you shouldn’t read…
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