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Fr. Marciano Lopez Solis, A.A., with Bishop Seitz in the Migrant Shelter housed at St. Francis
Xavier Parish

The burning sands will become pools, and the thirsty ground, springs of water …
And the ransomed of the LORD shall enter Zion singing, crowned with everlasting joy. They
meet with joy and gladness … sorrow and mourning flee away. (Isaiah 35: 7, 10)

On Tuesday, December 7th, St. Francis Xavier Parish received a visit from Bishop Mark Seitz,
the bishop of the Diocese of El Paso. Bishop Seitz is a strong supporter and initiator of the work
being done with migrants throughout the diocese. You can read his most recent pastoral letter
on the topic, “Sorrow and Mourning Flee Away,” here.

He celebrated Mass at the parish, toured our temporary shelter, and encouraged the local
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Assumptionist community, parishioners and volunteers to continue their work with migrants,
applauding them for the example they give to the rest of the diocese. He thanked the volunteers
for their hard work and assured them of the diocese’s support.

In his 2017 pastoral letter, Bishop Seitz wrote the following words: “To Our Migrant Brothers and
Sisters, We Stand With You! As your bishop, I pledge my commitment to stand with you in this
time of anxiety and fear. I promise to hear you, celebrate with you, break bread with you, pray
with you and weep with you. You possess a dignity that no earthly law or court can take away.
Your families enrich our community and strengthen our parishes. Your perseverance, dedication
and enthusiasm for a better future renew our hope. In this time of trial, remember that our one
hope is Christ, whose grace is sufficient for us and whose power is perfected in weakness (cf. 2
Cor. 12:9). Know that the Church of El Paso is with you, defends and affirms your human
dignity, and advocates for your rights.”
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