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"You too, dear consecrated brothers and sisters, you are simple men and women who caught
sight of the treasure worth more than any worldly good... Why did you do this? Because you fell
in love with Jesus, you saw everything in him and enraptured by his gaze, you left the rest
behind. Religious life is this vision. It means seeing what really matters in life. It means
welcoming the Lord’s gift with open arms, as Simeon did. This is what the eyes of consecrated
men and women behold: the grace of God poured into their hands. The consecrated person is
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one who every day looks at himself or herself and says: “Everything is gift, all is grace”. Dear
brothers and sisters, we did not deserve religious life; it is a gift of love that we have received." -
Pope Francis, Homily for World Day for Consecrated Life
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