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e President’s Desk.

SEFTEMBER 2019

Convocation Address delivered on September 23, 2019

Dear Assumption Commuiry:

Ag we gather thig afeernpom, we do 50

armidge & perigd of change —a time of

tranfition i something freater.

# The wogriruiion has regrganized inmg
geparate sehools led by deang.

-'-Heultadmzpqmld&m-
rurrioular seviviries have baan
imimpinped

& Anew healeh stienees building is under construction.

4 The applicataon belnse the stabe t0 Bttain unberiaty stahat
cnrimees i advanoe,

Thig perigd pf change fr the ingisnatipn pocarg ag the sumber
of high sebool graduates — particularly in New Bagland - is
declining. A5 you heard in gur campus -wide workshop lagt
weel, many questions cipud the fenure of insrintions ke
gurs. Will we rewain the game gie? H oot hine will we adaps?
Through the trangiticn to the new school strochare and postibly
becomang & maversity, hiw tan Assuanphion become & aore
selective instatation !

Thege are jazt spane of the quegiigns thet gt be addregped

a3 we Ccouéiome t0 navigeie this period of challenge for higher
dmudmlﬂthml&ulhnmﬂhﬂﬂitl’lm Hpwever, [
mnuubdmﬂutwmnunﬁumdmnhnllmpsmdnﬂdma
thegs and many pther questhong, becangs we do 50 with yearg
of preparation behind ug ad gur belisf in the vahee of the
edusarion we provide thar has sitracred srodents for many
EreTitiDag

While much has changed, both physically snd strotturally,
uch hus resained the seme. We are 360 so institusion guided
by & mizzina that strives to hro gradustes ke fir cratecal
intelligemce, thoughtlal citisenship and compassignate service.
That magsion will paly serengihen ag we procesd through ehis
pesind of trangarion, goe that snseills a gense of promese and
hope fior gur srodenis, ahumni, faculiy and sradf.

It ig worth repeating what [5aid a1 lagt weeks workshop. As
we plan for the farure of Astuangrign. it i crweial thast the

emerging Asgumprinn i5 i coneinminy with it past and isg
h.EhllEh'H.EE. "I"hnnm-hh.uﬂ.{.nuhaummmllyh‘i.lhlhu
pass, an kneitusinm o losges kumws itsell and theselfore loges
it egpence, lapes s soml, indeed loses ing direction. When
thut happens, gur distincrensss i lose and we are pwallpwed
wp inten & es of honmogemeiny thar makoss it diffuult, if mot
impassible, w0 ptand apars from orher instinutions. During
this period of trangition, levus oot forget thar cur education
haz &3 %5 puspode fonmiang studets a0  bettor wergioan of
themaebres, 0r 85 52 Angurtise siid, “To become what we are
nod yet.”

Cher educatipnal niigion b5 aboet beeganang, shost chaping the
soud, of servvisg wp aiain the fulloess of gne's poeemial, gpne's
Mmﬁ_ Th:i.siulil':-h;.ngj.mnr_r.hhkhisaplh'
caprured in the morno of the College, *. umtil Chrige be formed
iy, which will come v itg final arcainment when we come
apy the end of this journey of life.

To prégure srodents 0o edibark oo this Bife -loug ey

wtt ted thie 80 eatunber the Tres (et coafroeed
by Busnasity ia every geaerstaoa and across the tradstipasl
Liberal arts sud sciences = phalpsophy, hterature, ast, stasace,
|hrnlu:g-'.pulmﬂ.

Ag the center of gor educatigna mistion is e moge
ﬁmﬂmmlgﬂﬁuuﬂmdmmtﬁqk—m#ﬁr
m.H.I:I.L'I:I.E'[t"I.L'FE Andhdjmeﬁnalhulnsﬂrmihhqmm
gur goal geeds o be, 45 Fr. DAlsen made g0 clear, forming
young people of character.

T th amxidee of all of the chavges uadenedy, the saduring saree
of o edhwsational snasgion &5 [ have ust desenbed musthe
waﬁqﬂ:ﬂaﬂhﬂ M &t i3, pear studests will be fundemensally
changed, allgwazg them sp live gut their wpeasiong in pech a way
q&qhﬂlmﬂhﬁeﬂﬂdlhﬂ:rplm.%uﬂlmhwn
becawge of the slall; they acquire while they are here, but rather
becauge of whi they have becgme Birge and Epsemisge. .ﬂ..u}lh.u:ﬁ
elye they may do professisnally or personally will figw from that
iner ransformariom, o prat angther way, the formation they
it thirt will alloewr theest to bive 2 fubfilling and Boaorshle
bife. Tsa's that, in the end, the parpoge of & Catholic, iberal arcs
educatipn
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