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The Lord’s call is not an intrusion of God in our freedom; it is not a “cage” or a burden to be
borne. On the contrary, it is the loving initiative whereby God encounters us and invites us to be
part of a great undertaking. He opens before our eyes the horizon of a greater sea and an
abundant catch.

  

In encountering the Lord, some may feel the attraction of a call to the consecrated life or to the
ordained priesthood. It is a discovery that can excite and at the same time frighten us, since we
feel called to become “fishers of men” in the barque of the Church by giving totally of ourselves
in commitment to faithful service of the Gospel and our brothers and sisters. Such a decision
carries the risk of leaving everything behind to follow the Lord, to devote ourselves completely
to him, and to share in his work. Many kinds of interior resistance can stand in the way of
making this decision, especially in highly secularized contexts where there no longer seems to
be a place for God and for the Gospel. Places where it is easy to grow discouraged and fall into
the “weariness of hope”.
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And yet, there can be no greater joy than to risk one’s life for the Lord! I would like to say this
especially to you, the young. Do not be deaf to the Lord’s call. If he calls you to follow this path,
do not pull your oars into the boat, but trust him. Do not yield to fear, which paralyzes us before
the great heights to which the Lord points us. Always remember that to those who leave their
nets and boat behind, and follow him, the Lord promises the joy of a new life that can fill our
hearts and enliven our journey.

  

- Message of the Holy Father for the 56th World Day of Prayer for Vocations.
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