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Dear brothers and sisfers

Lent = a sacramental sign of COMVersicn;
ifis a call to Ive oul more intensely and
concredely the paschal mystery i our per-
sonal_ family and social e

In hits letler to consecrated men and wom-
en of February 2 2019, Pope Francis in-
wites us 1o “the intenor pilgnmage that be-
ging in contemplation, the fruitful spring of
the Chrisbian mission ... For a disciple, the
maost important thing = 1o ba with the Mas-
ter, isten to him, leam from him. And this
5 ahways true, for our enfire lees. IF the
buming and tender love of God does not
fight a fire in our haarts, how can we, poor
simners, inflame the hears of others?
"From the Letter of the Pope fo Conse-
crated Men and Women)

The Pope mwites us, then, to renew ouwr
vocabions with joy and passion because
the allencompassing act of love is a long
joumsy, much bke the Lenlen season,
The road makes sense when you know
where it leads: it is the end of the mad
that gves relef to the pilgnm. Buf when
we walk this path we must be disceming,
overcome obslacles, detach oursebves
from things that hinder us, and avoid un-
necessary detours that could jeopardize
US Of OUF Way.

The Chrslan e reguires a renewad
commitment every single day. 1T regquires
that we keap pufting forth effort to over-
come obstackes and commit ourseles to
continual conversion. These effods halp
counteract the deslagies that distract us
from the real goal of Easter

Without the hape of Easler, Lent would
lose s meanng; Without Lent, Easter
cannot be reached. To walk along the
way forgettng what awaits us at the end
i5 to walk blind; fo want the end withoul
putting in the effort is childish illusion.

Lef's continue on. Let us live, from the
heart, the expenence of the nsen Chnist
because He i3 the source of our hope.

Happy Easter o you all and may the
Light of the Resurected Chnst iluminate
ihe pafs of your lfa!

Fr. Sébastien Bangandu Mwanza, 3.4,
sehastienbangandu yahoo, ¢
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