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August 20, 2017

Reflections from Fr. Barry Bercier, who recently began ministry to an Inuit Catholic community
in Igloolik, north of the Arctic Circle in Nunavut, Canada (and its two mission). Having previously
spent some time in Greenland, he begins by making a few comparisons:

“.... Nunavut is not like Greenland much at all, even though geographically they are close
neighbors. Just today after Mass | had a conversation with one of the locals who sometimes
works on fishing boats that pull into Nuuk (Greenland) we ended up comparing the two places.
Nuuk is, by arctic standards, a big city. It has water pipes and sewers, paved roads, tall
buildings, a hospital, a big active port and a heavy dose of Danish influence—things tend to be
orderly, smooth functioning and fairly prosperous. Though it has serious social problems, they
seem fairly well-managed.
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