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THE NUMBER: 10

Messages for the General Chapler were presented on Tuesda by the Messages
commission, as well as the commentanes added by the COmmEsson, Whch s
presided by Father Benoit Gschwind

THE WORD: Education
The assembly stated studying the et on the Assumpbonnists’ involverment
in educabon that was presented by Eather Jean-Faul SAGADOU (Province of
Europa). As a moment of peiotindaton
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Day 12.9 May 2017
THE ESSENTIAL
Father Benoit Griere reelected as
Superior General

A solemn moment this Tuesday moming with the
election of the person whao will guide the congregation
during the nexd zix years. Father Benoit Griene,
supenor General and, consequently, the president
of the Chapter was in charge of the aremation of this
tirmiz of the election.

Before the electon there was a prayer during which
a hymin was sung calling on the Holy Spint o come
over the chapler members and over the person
who will be elected o become the 10th successor
to Father d'Alzon at the head of the congregation

The passage of the Gospel of Saint Marc (10:32-45)
that insists on service was proclaimed in the three
official languages of the congregation. After that the
chapter members cast their vote by wiiting the name
of the person who they think is best surted for being
the supenor General.

Thus Father Benoit Gnere was reglected as the
supenaor General, Father Fichard Lamoureux then
asked Father Benoit if he accepted the call of the
33rd General Chapler of the congregation.
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Reactions from the Chapter members:

Brother Milad Yacoub (Province of Europe)

“We have a General, let's glve him a plan to enact.”

The predictions didn't leave any room for a surprise. | knew thal Father Benoit was
very likely to be reelected. Bul still, the election was a grand and solemn expenence
The invocation of the Holy Spirit before casting the votes was an authentic prayer. The
moement is touching. Each vote cast is both a democratic act and a spiritual gesture
affering God the naxt six years, And after the resulls are read, It was anothar big brothear
who took the floor, Father Richard Lamouraux, asking the question: "Do you accepl?”
After this question and the positive answer, it's a call of the assembly that echoes the freedom of the
brother who accepted his election. General accepls the responsibility for the service of the whole body.
The Assumplion rejoices. We have a general, now let's give him a plan 1o anact and a team 1o work with
him. So right away it's back to work!l”

= e
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Father Antigon BAHATI. (Province
of Africa)

“As for the election of the superior
eneral, | love and appreciate the

&, frust that Assumptionists have in

- him. We hold in high esteem the

work he has done and we want him to continue and

bring new ideas on how we can live and expand our

spiritual gifts. He is courageous. The election was fair

and respected everyone’s freedom. The Spirit guided

us and he will continue to guide us. May God grant

our General the strength and the courage that he
needs!l”
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Father Benard ODHIAMEBO.
(Kenya.Province of Africa)

“The election of Father Benoit as
superior General was Indeed a
wit| work of the Spirit. It is a sign that the

Spirit was with us._. It is interesting
to note the trust that brothers have in our General,
and what expectations they have of him. | expressed
everyone's joy for the work that has been done and
that needs to be continued.

During our discussions | discovered that before
thinking about reforming the structures of the
congregation, one has to start by reforming one-self
and one’s mentality. It is only in this way that we will
be able to become betier missionares and betier
prepared for the missions to which we have been

called.”
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WORDS

Mission: These are the places where, as a maiier of proiily we inves! our
human and financial resoarces, We will not create many nEw ones in the nexd
six years, said the concemed commitiee on Wednesday,

0GS.CGP: 2 appelatons that struciung the organization and animation of tha
congregation. the CG0, ondmary ganeral councl and the CGE, general planary
council, s&i up during the previous chapler. The CGP has become a govedming
bady based on co-responsibility and nlardependances. it mests hvice 3 yaar
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Day 13 | Wednesday, May 10, 2017

THE ESSENTIAL:
Onthewaytothefuture,withaudacity

First, on Wednesday, the Assembily took the tme o
mark the event of the previous day: the re-election of
the supenor general, Fr. Benoit Gnére.

Here is the statement he made at the beginning of the
work: “| would like to express my appreciabion for the
renewed confidence you have shown in entrusting me
with a new mandate of 6 years. | am well aware that
| am not a brother without shortcomings or defects.
I give mysell up to the grace of God so that He may
make me a good mstrument of his will in the senice
of the congregation and of the Church. But once
the choice has been made, we must move forward

{5 TMNTERECRS

A theme around the Charism emerges, that of
unity. A horizon mobilizes: reform and build an
Assumptionist future, under the sign of the new
wine,

The exercise is nol obvious: that of projecting itself
for the vears to come. It has (o take nto acoount the
common good; beyond known crdles, and avosding
resorting to the recipes of yesteryear. The Chapler
leans to exercise in all fields. It swings from the

govemment of the Congregation to its financial and
economic life.

together fo meet the major challenges ahead. You
know that | like St Augustine’s reflection: It is better
for a lame man on the road than a runner out of the
way.” The lame, if is 1, it is we, it is the man who
recognizes himself sinner and limited. He advances
cahin-caha, but he's on the way. And we know, the
way, the truth, the life, it is Jesus Christ. The road we
have to take together is the Gospel, good news for
today. We have no other way to look for than this one.
The path, like that of Emmaus, s an tinerary that one
frequents with several. | know that it is with brothers,
refigious and lay people that | will confinue to advance
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