In South Africa, Student-Athletes Serve and Compete
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By Frank Bruno '17

For most Assumption College athletes, collegiate competition concluded in May. However, for
two members of the Assumption Greyhound’s softball team, the summer months provided a
unique opportunity to play the sport they love in a different country while experiencing a foreign
culture. Ashley Abad ’17, an elementary education major from Bedford, NH, and Ashley Clark
17, a human services and rehabilitation studies major from Pawtucket, RI, were selected by an
organization called Beyond Sports, to represent the United States in an All-Star softball
tournament in Cape Town, South Africa, where they competed against South African softball
teams as well as taught local children the rules and skills required to play the game.

The tour, sponsored by Beyond Sports, an international education and service-learning
organization that uses sports as a vehicle for students to explore the world and create
meaningful cross-cultural relationships, took place from June 19 through July 1 in Cape Town.
Abad and Clark were among only 13 students chosen from across the country to play on the
team and represent the United States. The organization reaches out to gifted athletes who have
received All-Conference awards and have posted exemplary national statistics over the course
of the season.
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