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The longest of the three parables on God’s mercy in chapter 15 of Luke’s Gospel bears the
traditional title of The Prodigal Son, named after the younger son who wasted his inheritance in
a foreign land. Since the father is the central figure in the story, the parable has sometimes
been re-named after the Prodigal Father, who so lavishly shows his love and mercy to his
rebellious younger son.
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